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At Summerhill School we are committed to Safeguarding our children and young people as well as
promoting positive well-being for all.
This Safeguarding newsletter, aims to help staff, parents and students alike to be aware of the safeguarding and mental
health issues, giving you useful links and resources to use if you have concerns. If you have concerns or ideas for future

topics please do not hesitate to contact us on the main school number 01384 816165 or via email on
studentssupport@summerhill.dudley.sch.uk

NSPCC - Free Virtual Online Safety Workshop for Parents

The online safety workshop is now online providing parents and carers with information about how to
support their child in their online world. The 40-minute pre-recorded presentation covers topics such as
online bullying, mental health, and social media, as well as signposting to resources and organisations

for help and support. Please follow this link https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/

World Autism Day 2024

World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD) which was recently on the 2 April. They aim to put a spotlight on
the hurdles that people with autism and others living with autism face every day. As a growing global
health issue owing to its increasing exposure in the press and common knowledge, autism is an issue
that is only gaining more understanding and WAAD activities are planned every year fo further increase
and develop world knowledge of children and adults who have autism spectrum disorder (ASD). What's
more, World Autism Awareness Day goes one step further to celebrate the unique talents of those with

autism, while putting a huge focus on the warm embrace and welcome that these skills deserve through
community events around the globe.

Clickbait

While scrolling online, you'll almost inevitably have come across posts or links with headlines like “You
Won't Believe These 10 Crazy Facts about ...". Such lurid language — and the often-dubious nature of the
content it promotes — has become something of a running joke on the internet. Yet while these arficles are
often laughed at by communities online, they can have an insidious side. Clickbait, as it's known, can
frequently function as part of a trap: infended to draw users in for the sake of advertising revenue or, in
worse cases, masking an attempting to collect their personal information. This guide explores the various
risks of clickbait and offers some top tips for evading the pitfalls of this controversial marketing technique.
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Al The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practicol skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online salety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Salety, these guides now address wider topics and themes,
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

}Nhat Parents & Educators Need!to Know about

CLICKBAIT

Clickbait is a controversial online marketing strategy which uses sensationalist (and frequently
misleading) headlines to encourage engagement with an article, image or video = often playing on
users’ emotions and curiosity, while much of the actual content is of questionable accuracy.
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HARMFUL
MISINFORMATION

Clickbait tends to play fast and loose with the
truth, opting for eye-cotching content over
objactivity. This is particularly dangerous for
younger internet users, who are generally more
susceptible to that type of material. A child
could be presented with fake news, misleading
articles and - in some cases - outright lies
without fully understanding what thayre
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INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

Due to the misleading nature of many examples
of clickbait, whot may seem to ba innocuous
and child friendly could actually contain
age-inappropriate material such os extremist

| pollﬁool vim or violent, pornogrophic or

ol This is clearty a hazard
for youny pooph, who could be upset, disturbed
or influenced by exp to such subj
matter.
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HIDDEN
MALWARE

While most clickbait is simply trying to

= promote engagement to earn companies
additional revenue, some of it does redirect to CLICK Wi
) dubious sites with the potential to infect devices

with viruses or malware. This could put achild's
sensitive data — such as thelr name, their
location and their date of birth — at risk of being

Clickbait is also sometimes used to disguise scams, phishing sites and malware.
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PROBLEMS

Some clickbait leads to sites which could
coax a child into volunteering their personal
dota using Pop-ups to ask them for molumoi
and p ber, for L in
exchange for occ“shg oddlﬁonc’ comont or
subscribing to various services. Normally, this
harvested information is then sold to third
parties, who often utilise it for targeted adverts
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Clickbait encourages spiralling consumption
of online content, which could easily resultina
young person spending hours scrolling
gimlessly instead of doing something
productive or interacting with family and
friends. This can leave them tired, asocial and
locking focus — and, in the long term, can
negatively impact their sociol skills, education
and mental wellbeing.
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IMPACT ON
BEHAVIOUR

Depending on the type of clickbait a child is
interacting with, you might notice negative
changes in their behaviour, Weight loss scams,
for axample, are common ameng clickbait and
have the potential to influence eating habits
and body imoge — while deliberataty
lnflommctoq rage bait’ aﬂcbs can lsaove
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Adwce for Parents & Educators

START A CONVERSATION

The sheer volume of clickbait can make protecting children against it quite 3
challenging. It's vital to talk to young people regularly about the types of content
they encounter online, so that they understand the risks of engaging with clickbait,
If you're still concernad, it may also be wise to keep an eye on children’s online
activity to ensure they're not being temptad by clickbait headlines.
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SPOT THE TELLTALE SIGNS TAKE CONTROL

There are certain common elements in clickbait, including headlines and .
images that use shock and outrage to gmb people’s attention - as well as
numbered lists, such as “8 Facts You Won't Believe Are True™”. Some clickbait
combines several of these tactics to snag users’ interest. Learn to recognise
these techniques for yourself so you can teach children to notice them as well,
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Meet Qur Expert

Carly Page is an experienced technology writer with more than 10 years
in the industry, Previously the editor of tech tabloid The Inquirer, she is
now a freelance technology journalist, aditor and consultant who
writes for Forbes, TechRadar and Wired, among others.
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PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING

the legitimacy of sensational headlines and

gi
too-good-te-be-true promises will help them to become savvier online - and far less
likely to be drawn in by clickbait content, These critical thinking skills will also serve to
protact them in other areas of the digital world where misinformation is becoming

i‘mm common,

Many parents opt to place imits on how long their children can spend online
each day, which obviously reduces the chance of exposure to clickbait,
Alternatively, most internet-enabled devices have built-in controls that ollow
parents to manage what sort of online content their child can access - including
fitering by age, which can screen out a percentage of inappropriate material,
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 27.03.2024



