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At Summerhill School we are committed to Safeguarding our children and young people as well as
promoting positive well-being for all.
This Safeguarding newsletter, aims to help staff, parents and students alike to be aware of the safeguarding and mental
health issues, giving you useful links and resources to use if you have concerns. If you have concerns or ideas for future

topics please do not hesitate to contact us on the main school number 01384 816165 or via email on
studentssupport@summerhill.dudley.sch.uk

Emergency SOS

Did you know your phone could be a maijor help in an emergency? Your phone can call for help and alert your
emergency contacts. On Apple phones when you make a call with SOS your IPhone automatically calls the local
emergency number and your location with the emergency services. You can also add emergency contacts so once
the emergency call has ended it will alert them with a text message. This can then also access your medical ID so if
you have a medical condition the emergency services are made aware. The same thing will happen on Android,

here is the link to both if you would like to read more and how set up your emergency call and your medical ID.
EMERGENCY SOS ON IPHONE

EMERGENCY HELP ON ANDROID

Almost 87,000 sexual offences against children were recorded by police in the past year.
The NSPCC are launching a campaign with the Home Office to tackle child sexual abuse and raise awareness for
our Helpline. New data reveals almost 87,000 sexual offences against children were recorded by police in 2022/23.
The types of offences included rape, sexual assault, grooming and sexual exploitation. NSPCC are encouraging
adults to contact their Helpline if they are concerned a child could be at risk. Their new research reveals that child
sexual offences recorded by police over the past year remain close to record levels. They submitted a Freedom of
Information request which showed a total of 86,962 sexual offences against children were recorded by police across
the UK in 22/23. This remains one of the highest on record since we started this annual research 16 years ago. The

highest number of crimes where age was known were against 11-15-year-olds. If you would like to read more and
watch their campaign video please head to this link, NSPCC

What Children & Young People Need to Know about Free Speech vs Hate Speech

Freedom of expression is enshrined in international law. Some individuals, however, misunderstand the right to
share their opinions as a license to target others with the most horrendous prejudice. So how do we balance
people’s prerogative to have their voice heard against everyone’s right to live in a respectful, inclusive society?

This conflict frequently unfolds in the digital world. Online posters can be falsely accused of hate speech, while actual
hate is often defended as merely being ‘free speech’. To help children and young people learn to identify the

boundaries and recognise genuine hate speech when they see it, our guide below provides some helpful definitions
and guidelines.

Children & Young People’s Voice Survey

Bernardo’s are trying to capture as many Young People’s views as possible, we have devised a simple
questionnaire suitable for 10-18 years old, it takes approximately 5 minutes. If you scan the QR code or follow the link

to Survey Monkey on the PDF attached. By responding to the survey there is an opportunity to be entered into @ £100
Amazon Voucher prize draw. - hitps://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/MG7JL7G
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https://support.apple.com/en-us/104992
https://support.google.com/android/answer/9319337?hl=en-GB
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2024/2024-01-10-almost-87000-sexual-offences-against-children-were-recorded-by-police-in-the-past-year/
https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/MG7JL7G
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At Ratlonat Online Sataty, we bellave In empowsring parmnts, carers and trusted adults with the Infermation to hold an informed conversation about anline satety with their chlidran, should thay feel
Itis dad. This guide f onona of many issues which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of, Please visit nationalcaliege.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults,
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Everyone in the UK has the right of “freedom of expression™. That's the right to voice your opinions and share information
and ideas with others. It's not the right to say whatever you want without regard for others’ feelings and values. We all
have a responsibility to use this right properly: being respectful and inclusive to those around us, rather than making
offensive and threatening remarks. That's called ‘hate speech’ and knowing the difference is incredibly important.
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spee s a person’s legal rig o share information, opinions and Hate speech refers to any communication - like talking, texting or
deas 0 ear of retaliatio ensorship or legal consequences posting online -~ that negatively targets a group or an individual

s freedom of expression is recognised ernationa . ghts because they are perceived to be different in some way. Demonising
egislation, and here’s at it does for us in our day-to-dg es and dehumanising statements, threats, identity-based insulits,

offensive name-calling and slurs would all count as hate speech.
Here are some common forms it takes...
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Targeting people or groups because of a
protected characteristic - like race, gender
identity, sexuality, nationality, religion or a
disability - and verbally abusing them with
slurs and name-calling. The Equality Act &
2010 has more information on this.
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someone’s opinion, eve e disagree \ Content that dehumanises people based on the .
ee spee ets us engage same characteristics: refarring to them as if

’ 20 g discussions neople 0 they were animals, objects or other non-human

' & eel differe entities, for example. Separating the target

o, b from other human beings is usually an

N o attempt to justify the speaker's bigotry.
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Calling for violence or hatred against certain
people or groups and justifying and glorifying K
those actions. Suggesting that a certain group
should be removed from society could be seen
as a call to arms, for example - potentially
putting people from that group in danger.

e disagree a debate e ab Claiming that specific typos of people are
o challenge others’ views is hea physically, mentally or morally inferior (or even )
e having o allenged helps us that they are criminals) to encourage others to ‘$#0

ea ow to dea sm and view them in the same way. This kind of thinking /
deeply abo at we say and believe ‘ is always incorrect = but can be incredibly o ,
harmful to the group in question.
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ot to do something e not standing up Spreading damaging misinformation about a

al a 8 : person or group that the speaker views as
ould d tho ’ Q “different” = essentially, trying to turn others

. against them by lying. Someone might claim that
do . 0 bis ' drecent tragedy is the fauit of this entire group,
) : when this is simply not possible.

spee s G powe ool fo ange Promoting the segregation of certain groups,
e and refo C ode G or discrimination against them, because of
as women being aliowed to vote - who they are. This has been illegal in the UK
dece 0 g conditions or same-se for a long time - but some people still try
arriage ould ave been ¢ eveda to promote the exclusion of others, which
I can cause a huge amount of distress
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Tha Globat Equoizy Colectivi s an onling community for homes, sehoals
and busingsses, o coliective of hundrods of SUBe<t matter expers in
dhvarsity, sgualey and inciusion, and te crganisation behing the GEC
app, the woeld's first app for diversity, equaliny and Inchision
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Users of this guide do so at thelr own discretion. No liabllity Is entered into, Current as of the date of release:10.01,2023




