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Dear Parents/Carers and Students,

It has been an incredibly busy half term. Year 11 have begun revision sessions in earnest and the countdown to the next round of
‘mocks’ and the final summer examinations has begun. These are now less than 10 weeks away. As part of our Year 11 strategy,
a slight shuffle of responsibilities has seen Mr Quirke assume responsibility for Year 11 until the end of the year. They will remain in
their existing Houses but will have a bespoke programme of revision and exam preparation.

It has been a genuine pleasure to meet so many parents over the last few weeks. | hope that we have begun to resolve many
of the issues raised and | will continue to do all | can to ensure we provide the best opportunities for all of our students. | want
Summerhill to be a school where we work together to ensure every student is supported to maximise their potential and no one
is left behind. As part of this, we will be reviewing our working practices as we move through the summer term.

We have continued to be relentless in our drive to ensure students adhere to our non-negotiables and | am indebted to parents
for their support with this. The number of students receiving uniform letters has fallen significantly over the last few weeks.
Regular uniform checks will continue as students enter school each day and during regular assemblies. We still have an issue
with ‘skirt creep’ which sees skirts getting shorter as the day goes on. We will continue to tackle this, not just based on our policy
but also just based on simple decency and modesty.

Our attendance has improved significantly since Christmas and we need to continue our focus on this fo ensure we are giving
our students the best future life chances. We have sent out a number of letters to parents where aftendance of students has
fallen. These letters are in line with standard legislative processes in relation to expected attendance in school so please continue
to support us with this. All medical appointments must have an appointment card or letter attached and should, wherever
possible, be made outside of the normal school day.

As part of our first aid processes, can | please remind you that any medication must be signed into school at the start of the

day and held in the first aid office. This is so that we can keep track of any treatment needed for individual students. We have a
number of repeat’ students who are arriving at first aid throughout the day with headaches and general weariness. It appears
that much of this is due to potential dehydration due to lack of fluid intake. | would actively encourage all students to bring a water
bottle into school every day. These can be refilled in the dining space. Please do not allow students to bring high energy or fizzy
drinks.

Over the past few weeks, | have had the privilege of visiting all of our partner schools in the local area. We are beginning to build
good relationships with our primary and secondary colleagues which will hopefully create a far more joined up approach to
education across the Kingswinford area.

In addition to the ever successful sporting fixtures and events which have taken place this half term, there have been a number
of highly successful trips and visits. These include two careers education trips for some students in Years 9 and 10 to Newman
University and to the Hawthorns for the Real Apprenticeship Roadshow. In addition, our steel band were honoured to perform at
Birmingham's Symphony Hall as part of the National Music for Youth Primary Proms.

Our half term has ended with a simply fantastic school production of Little Shop of Horrors. The students who were part of the
show were absolutely brilliant and we received so many wonderful comments from the sell-out audiences. We offer grateful
thanks to Mr Reynolds, Mr Bibby, Miss Robinson, Miss Williams and Miss Smith for their hours of work to make this possible;
another great reason for us to be proud of Summerhill!

Finally, a reminder that we begin our new timings of the school day after half term on Monday 24 February 2020. School will start
at 8.45am every day (students should be on site at 8.40am for the warning bell) and finish at 3.00pm. Thank you again to all
parents who have been so supportive of this change.

Have a lovely half term!

Yours sincerely

0 [
NV
Martyn Palfreyman
Headteacher
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House News .

At the end the autumn term Ursa won the 640 House Point
competition for Best Overall Attitude! The “Bears” were over
the moon with their victory and it meant that they moved to
second in the Summerhill House Championship.
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In January we saw the launch of a number of different House competitions. The big 500 HP whole
school House competition was going to be on Most Improved aftendance between this half term
and last (with a particular focus on improvement within each year group) and a 200 House Point
competition for Best Punctuality.

I T e — Bl Retro Gaming Compefition (50 HP)

from each house to compete.

On 17" January, one KS3 and

one KS4 student took part in the
competition for their House. The
contestants had to play a game of
Pac-Mac and Space Invaders. The
atmosphere in the hall was electric
with audience members cheering
on participants in their House!

Results:

Friday 17 January, |}

Min Hall, 130pm. L s Ist — Ursa 3rd — Pegasus
2nd — Draco 4th — Orion

Year 11 Parents evening (80 HP)

On 17" and 24™ January, we welcomed Year 11 parents info school for parents evening. There was a
competition for the highest parental attendance, congratulations to Ursa for winning this competition!

Results:
Ist— Ursa 2nd - Draco 3rd — Pegasus 4th - Orion

@SH_housechamp
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House Dodgeball (100 HP)

For three weeks during this half term, “dodgeballers” from each House took part in the competition in the
sports hall during lunchtimes on a Tuesday and Thursday. It came down to the very last round of Year 7
matches where Orion, won on goal difference!

Results:
Ist — Orion 2nd — Pegasus 3rd - Ursa 4th - Draco

Staff Dodgeball (50 HP)

On 7" February the
House staff fook to
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represent their Houses.
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Results:
Ist — Orion 2nd - Pegasus 3rd - Ursa 4th - Draco

Thank you all once again for your continued support of the Summerhill House Championship. You can
follow all the latest results and keep up to date with our House competitions by
following the Summerhill House Championship Twitter - @SH_housechamp.

@SH_housechamp
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Dates & Reminders

Friday 14™ February 2020

Saturday 15" February 2020 -
Tuesday 18™ February

Monday 24™ February 2020

Wednesday 26™ February 2020

Thursday 27" February 2020
Wednesday 4™ March 2020

Thursday 5™ March 2020

Friday 6™ March 2020

Monday 9" March 2020
Friday 13 March 2020
Thursday 19" March 2020
Friday 20™ March 2020

Monday 23 March 2020 -
Friday 27™ March

Thursday 26™ March 2020
Friday 3" April 2020

Friday 3 April 2020 -
Friday 10™ April 2020

Monday 20™ April 2020

Monday 20™ April 2020 -
Friday 24™ April 2020

Thursday 23 April 2020
Monday 27" April 2020

Monday 4™ May 2020-
8" May 2020

Thursday 7™ May

Friday 8™ May 2020

Monday 18" May 2020-
Friday 22" May

Friday 22" May 2020
Monday 1¢ June 2020
Friday 26™ June 2020

Friday 17" July 2020

Last day of half term

Germany trip

Start of half term
Start of Year 11 Mock Exams

Launch of Junior Leadership Team applications

Year 9 Options Evening

Year 10 Geography trip (1) fo the Library of
Birmingham

World Book Day
Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Year 10 Geography trip (2) to the Library of
Birmingham
End of Year 11 Mock Exams

Deadline for Junior Leadership applications
Sport Relief

Year 8 Options Evening 6pm

Year 9 trip o Halesowen College

Orion Charity Week

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

End of term 12.30 pm finish
Year 11 Photographs

Ski Trip

Start of term
Pegasus Charity Week

Spring Concert
Year 10 Exams start

Year 10s Work Experience Week

Local Elections (School Closed to students -
except Year 11)

Early May Bank Holiday (VE day)
Ursa Charity Week

Last day of half term
Start of half term

Staff Training Day - school closed fo students
Year 11 Prom

End of term 12.30 pm finish




