
 

English 
 

“Reading is the sole means by which we slip, involuntarily,  
often helplessly, into another's skin, another's voice, another's soul”  Joyce Carol Oates 

Summerhill students will be 

valuable members of society 

Studying English will open students to a 
world without barriers, restrictions or 
divides. At Summerhill, we will teach 
students the power of words: how they 
convey meaning, demand respect and 
can ultimately change the world.  

Through the study of fiction and non-
fiction, we will allow our students the 
opportunity to metaphorically walk in 
others’ shoes. We will explore pre 19th 
century texts, contemporary authors, 
female authors and authors from BAME 
backgrounds thus developing students’ 
empathy and ability to respect and 
understand a broad range of beliefs and 
ideas.  

Students will reflect upon moral issues 
raised in texts, exploring different 
viewpoints, establishing, and developing 
their own individual beliefs and opinions. 

Summerhill students will be  

skilled communicators 

Communication will be at the heart of 
every English lesson, driven by the 
fundamental principles of reading, 
writing, speaking and listening. 
Students will engage with a range of 
texts and will be encouraged to 
articulate their own ideas fluently and 
clearly through varying mediums.  

By experiencing challenging academic 
texts, critical discourse and high level 
subject-specific vocabulary, students 
will develop skills of analysis and high 
level written and verbal communication.  

We will explicitly teach and model the 
highest standards of literacy, arming 
students with the necessary 
understanding of how language works 
to allow them to communicate precisely 
and accurately.  

 

Our curriculum is underpinned by four key values: 

Courage   – doing what is right; being truthful; trying new experiences; taking risks in the pursuit of personal development 

Ambition   – having the highest aspirations and expectations of ourselves / others; being brilliant in all we do; having belief that  
     challenges can be overcome with the right attitude and hard work  

Respect  – thinking about the way we interact with others; being considerate to ourselves, others and the environment; responding to  
     expectations and working together in teams  

Effort   – investing time and energy to achieve success; always giving our best in everything we do; demonstrating resilience 

Summerhill students will be 

knowledgeable 

Just as language evolves, so does our 
curriculum. We will meet the demands of 
an ever-changing society through our 
choice of texts, units and the knowledge 
required to be well-rounded, literate 
citizens.  

Learning will be sequenced in 
incremental and red stages, allowing for 
progression and the development of 
skills through a range of experiences 
which lead to deep learning.  

We will develop a love of English as 
students build a secure foundation on 
which to thrive. Students will explicitly 
learn about literacy and vocabulary; how 
to analyse and interpret language; how 
the context in which a text is written 
affects our understanding of it and how 
writers present characters and ideas 
through their writing. 
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